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Cecil Armstrong Calvert was well known to many and
tragically in 1956 he was killed in a road accident in
this country. In 1922 he graduated from this medical
school with first class honours. His phenomenal yet
effortless capacity for sustained mental and physical
activity commanded respect and affection from all
those who worked with him. He established the first
neurosurgical department here in Northern Ireland in
the Royal Victoria Hospital and became its first
director. At his funeral service, in St. Anne's
Cathedral, approximately 1500 people gathered, he
was described asthebestloved doctorinUlster; surely
there could be no more fitting an epitaph. He was one
of the most outstanding men that this Belfast school
has produced, for only the best would satisfy him. His
diagnostic powers and surgical skill perpetuated by his
gentle patience and compassion for his patients were
known to all. He had both a national and international
reputation as one of the foremost neurosurgical
surgeons in the world at that time.
The Royal Victoria Hospital Research Committee
allocate an annual award to scholarships given to the
two persons who, judged by the committee, have
carried out the best research in their fellowship year
with us - the Calvert and Purce Lectures.
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